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After Hurricane Irma, workers cleared a swath through a property owner’s mangroves, removing trees and stumps. An attorney for the 
property owner, who had been cited repeatedly for illegally cutting the trees, said the workers cut only downed trees. 
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For the last decade, the po- 
werhouse couple behind Ar- 
quitectonica, a renowned archi- 
tecture firm that has shaped 
skylines from Miami to Singa- 
pore, have been wrestling with a 
more earthbound problem: how 
to trim the protected mangroves 
blocking a million-dollar view of 
the water in one of the city’s 
toniest neighborhoods. 

Thanks to Hurricane Irma, 
neighbors say, Bernardo Fort- 
Brescia and Laurinda Spear 
finally found their fix. Using the 
powerful storm as cover, they 
say, the couple carved up the 


stand, opening a new vista 

to Biscayne Bay. 

= “T don’t know on what 

Z planet that isn’t a viola- 

— tion,” said neighbor Karen 

- Holzman. “I’m just so tired 

of somebody thinking that 

E the rules don’t apply to 
them.” 

In the days after the storm, 

angry neighbors called county 

environmental regulators, who 


Emergency management 
plans for nursing homes 
hard to get a handle on 


But if viewing the emergency 
management plan is on your 
checklist of things to do before 
moving a loved one into a South 
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Workers cut 
ke mangroves in 

; the days after 
Hurricane Irma 
without getting 
approval from 
county 
| environment 
regulators. An 
attorney for 
the Coconut 
Grove-area 
property 
owner said 
Gov. Rick 
? Scott’s 
f emergency 
; order allowing 
the removal of 
debris allowed 
them to do the 
work. 
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saw enough damage to issue a 
cease and desist order. They 
photographed a swath of newly 
lopped trees and videotaped 
workers using chains and trucks 
to pull up stumps and churn up 
a protected wetland after a 
Bobcat got stuck. They called 
police to try to stop the work. In 
one heated exchange recorded 
by a neighbor, Fort-Brescia 
angrily tried to bat away her 


phone as she questioned him. 

“Are you filming, Nancy?” 
Fort-Brescia asks as he ap- 
proaches Dr. Nancy Reierson, 
an anesthesiologist married to 
Miami Dolphins team doctor 
John Uribe. 

“Yes Iam,” she responds 
before Fort-Brescia hits the 
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To protect the elderly and 
disabled residents of Florida’s 
683 nursing homes from the 
ravages of an Irma-like storm or 
other disaster, state law re- 
quires that administrators sub- 
mit detailed emergency plans to 
regulators every year. 

Will residents have enough 
food and water to survive a 
prolonged siege? Where will 
they go during a mandatory 
evacuation? How will they get 
there? Is there a generator to 


Florida nursing home, good 
luck. Two counties, Broward 
and Palm Beach, refused to 
release emergency plans when 
the Miami Herald filed public 
records requests, citing a state 
law designed to protect public 
spaces from terrorists. Miami- 
Dade released plans for its 54 
nursing homes, but they were 
heavily redacted, leaving crucial 
information out of reach. 

The disaster plans aren’t 
merely bureaucratic exercises. 
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: Natacha Janac, right of center, makes a point as Michele King Soffer, 
; left, looks on during a panel on rethinking Haitian philanthropy. 


In Miami black community, 
giving starts close to home 


munity events in his childhood 
corner of Philadelphia, Evans 


SEE GIVING, 23A 
Growing up, Benjamin Evans 
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Slight chance of storms. 


$3 °/75° See 1c 
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Amount varies by area 
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BIKE RENTAL 
MARKET GROWING 


Get ready to ride: New 
companies are entering 
the market for short-term 
bicycle rentals in various 
cities around South 
Florida, and prices are 
coming down, 3A 


Da 
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OUR MIDSEASON 
DOLPHIN GRADES 


With eight games under 
the Miami Dolphins’ belts 
and on the eve of their 
third straight prime-time 
game, the Herald grades 
each of the 53 players on 
the roster. Expect some 
surprises, 1C 
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TROPICAL SUNDAY 


DAN RATHER 
TALKS PATRIOTISM 


In advance of his 
appearance at the Miami 
Book Fair International, 
the former CBS newsman 
discusses what it’s like to 
be a patriot and weighs in 
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